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About Angel Heart International 

Our Mission 

Angel Heart International is committed to serving chil-
dren with congenital heart diseases in China and other 
developing countries. We promise to do everything 
possible for these children, working not only to finan-
cially assist them in attaining life-saving surgeries, but 
also compassionately building an enduring network of 
support for each child, leading them to their new fu-
tures.  
 
We seek more grassroots efforts to give love and care 
to children suffering from CHD and their families, and 
to go beyond simply providing medical services to 
them. 
 

Angel Heart International, Inc. (AHI) is a public non-
profit corporation serving children with congenital 
heart diseases (CHD) in China and other developing 
countries. Since its founding in February 2007, AHI 
has helped 150 children with CHD, with many receiv-
ing successful surgeries. 
 
Most CHD diseases are treatable and many of the sur-
geries treating CHD have almost a 99% chance of suc-
cess, given they are performed in time. After surgery, 
most children can lead completely normal lives. Unfor-
tunately, many of the families Angel Heart works with 
cannot afford the surgery and can only watch as this 
completely treatable disease takes their children away. 
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The Gansu province is considered to be one of the poorest 
provinces in China. Its frequent droughts and famines have 
slowed its economic progress, leaving most of its inhabit-
ants poverty-stricken and living in unhealthy conditions. 
Angel Heart International seeks to help the impoverished 
children suffering from CHD in Gansu. Most of their fami-
lies are unable to provide the medical care their children 
need, and thus they turn to AHI for support. Our volunteers 
meet with the families and children, and stay with them 
through the surgery process and recovery, and with the 
support of our partner, hospitals, 150 patients have been 
able to receive successful operations. 

About the Gansu Project 
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Dear Angel Heart International 

Supporters,  

First and foremost, all of us at 

AHI hope that you and your 

loved ones are safe and healthy 

during this tumultuous time in 

history. Although COVID-19 has 

dramatically altered many of our 

lives, we hope that you are still 

able to find joy through technolo-

gy amongst family, friends, and 

yourselves. We at AHI remain firm in our commitment to 

our patients and mission statement even amidst the changes 

and the setbacks. In order to look to the future, we believe 

it is important to honor the last year of growth and devel-

opment.  

As an organization, we are more dedicated than ever to 

continuously provide Whole Person Care to children suf-

fering from congenital heart disease and heart valve disease 

in rural China. Our volunteers care about the children and 

their families beyond their medical bills and heart condi-

tions, but truly strive to support them through this monu-

mental life change and for as long as we can. The four driv-

ing mechanisms by which we are able to deliver Whole 

Person Care are medical assistance, improved medical care, 

academic scholarships, and a strong support network. 

Jenny Wang, AHL President 
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Through it, we have watched our patients grow up, move 

into higher education, and experience strong and fruitful 

lives. 

 

In 2019, AHI sponsored 12 surgeries, partnering with the 

local hospitals and doctors to give these children the best 

care possible for an improved healthy life. In July, we sent a 

team of dedicated American volunteers and Chinese Ed-

wards Lifescience employees to the Gansu province. From 

visiting past patients in their homes to sitting in the ER 

waiting room with anxious loved ones to annual reunions, 

our volunteers showed compassion and were shown great 

kindness every step. Beyond just providing medical care to 

those underserved, we recognize the need to advance meth-

ods of prevention and intervention by improving diagnostic 

technology through partnerships with physicians and uni-

versities.  

 

None of this would have been possible without the generous 

financial support from our donors and key corporate spon-

sors, Edwards Lifescience and Capital Group. In fact, due to 

the generosity of our past donors and corporate sponsors, 

AHI has been able to fully focus on providing care to our 

patients and temporarily pause our fundraising efforts in the 

year 2020. However, we are still a family and continue to 

emphasize communication and transparency. We are forev-

er grateful for all of your love and support.  
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Letter From Our Leadership 

As many of you know, AHI was founded in 2007 by Dr. 

Shouyan Lee, and has since helped over 130 children across 

China. In the latter half of 2019, Dr. Lee decided to step 

down as the face of AHI to focus on other projects. Although 

he will no longer play as active of a role, he will continue 

guiding and directing our mission statement from behind-the

-scenes. Everyone in the AHI family is incredibly thankful 

for Dr. Lee, and will continue supporting him in all future 

endeavors.  

  

Recently, the world has changed before our eyes. However, 

the future is full of potential and opportunities, and I am 

blessed with the privilege of moving AHI forward with you. 

From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for believing in us 

and all that we are doing here at Angel Heart International. 

 

With love, 

 

 

 

 

 

Jenny Wang 

President, Angel Heart International 
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 It has been a pleasure to serve as 

Angel Heart’s Vice President this 

year. This organization holds a spe-

cial place in my heart, and I am so 

proud to have been a part of this 

team since 2014. I would like to 

thank our wonderful team of volun-

teers in the US and in China as well 

as our collaborators, generous 

donors, and sponsors for supporting us this year. Every sin-

gle one of these people help to make our efforts possible. 

This year we worked towards creating even more meaning-

ful relationships with our patients and ensuring our projects 

have lasting impacts. I am excited to see how we will further 

expand upon this and how Angel Heart will continue to 

grow in 2020. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Celine Phong 

Vice President, Angel Heart International 

Celine Phong, AHI Vice President  
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2019 Patient Summary for  

Medical Assistance Program 

Over the past eleven years, Angel Heart Inter-
national has sponsored surgery cost for 150 
children suffering from CHD, mainly from the 
Gansu province in China. Ranged from age 1 
to 17, they all desperately needed the medical 
attention their parents could not afford to 
give them. Through the tireless efforts of 
AHI’s volunteers and the generous donations 
given to AHI, we were able to fund 12 success-
ful surgeries in 2019 and give our patients a 
second opportunity for a brighter future. 

AHI volunteers watch as the surgeons in the Gansu Provincial People’s 

Hospital perform the surgeries for AHI patients.  
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2019 Patient List  

Patient Name Age  Diagnosis Surgery Date 

Tang, 
Mingxuan 1.5 Ventricular Septal Defect 3/7/2019 

Cao, Yujiao 2 Atrial Septal Defect 3/7/2019 

Zhang, 
Mingjie 2 

Atrioventricular Septal 
Defect 3/8/2019 

Zhao, Boyi 5 Ventricular Septal Defect 8/7/2019 

Zhang, 
Xiaoqin 6 Ventricular Septal Defect 12/2/2019 

Yelglati 
Madadi 10 Atrial Septal Defect 3/15/2019 

Bayaxiati Ha-
bulehan 1 Tetralogy of Fallot 3/24/2019 

Jendosi 
Yelanbic 5 Atrial Septal Defect 4/4/2019 

Shaniya 
Shalimujiang 2 Atrial Septal Defect 4/12/2019 

Menggen, 
Haori 8m 

Double Outlet Right Ven-
tricle 2/23/2019 

Gulinada Mu-
hetaer 1 Atrial Septal Defect 5/7/2019 

Aikeda Tul-
son 10 

Atrioventricular Septal 
Defect 6/14/2019 

Note: Patient 7 –12 are from Xinjiang  
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Helping and Healing 

Liu An’s Story 
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His family has 9 total 
members, Grandpa, 
Grandma (on both sides), 
parents and two kids, 
both male. The family 
owns 15 mu (0.01 sq me-
ters) of land, 2 pigs, and 
mainly grows corn and 
potatoes. Last year, sell-
ing potatoes earned about 
3000 RMB, and all the 
corn was used to feed the 
pigs. The main expenses 
for the family are with 
buying fertilizer, paying 
for the younger aunt’s 
college, and seeing the 
doctor for the child. The 
mother of Liu An stays at 
home taking care of the 
two children, while the 
father is at Dingxi’s con-
crete making facility, 
earning about 2000 RMB 
a month, working for 9 
months every year. Liu An 
was diagnosed three 
months ago, due to a 
cold, after they brought 
him to the 2nd People’s 

 

Liu An was diagnosed with 
Tetralogy of Fallot 

Liu An had the support of 
his family 
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General Hospital. The 
family has no under-
standing of the disease, 
and did not know the 
effects of the disease is 
not treated. On 
8/1/2019, they bor-
rowed 10000 RMB to 
get treated at Xijing 
Hospital and was diag-
nosed with Tetralogy of 
Fallot. The doctor said 
they needed surgery as 
soon as possible, re-
quiring about 100000 
                
RMB give or take. At 
the time, they spent 
about 2000 RMB to get 
diagnosed, but because 
they didn’t have 
enough for the surgery, 
they went home. Liu An 
is small, usually likes 
sleeping, and is gener-
ally quiet and happy, 
but after he cries, his 
lips turn purple. The 
color of his face is 
slightly purple, and his 
lips likewise is slightly 

purple.  
Liu An’s hands showing 
signs of hypoxia 
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Gansu Trip 2019 
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I saw the heart inside this small body, bouncing. This is the 
first time I saw a real person’s heart, closely, intuitively,  
just like seeing a life, a real soul is getting reborn, right in 
front of me. My tears burst in my eyes. Even though I was 
not the doctor, just standing in front of the operating table, 
seeing the little boy receiving the surgery made me feel like 
I was raising on timeline, in order to catch the life at the 
end point. 
— Nogi Ranho  
 
The thing I got out of that first visit was the meaning of 
privilege. The situation and environment these growing 
children had to endure had been a surprise for me. Alt-
hough they didn’t have much they were still satisfied. I was 
surprised to observe the simple uncomplicated happiness 
of these groups. They weren’t bitter that people like me 
had more things than them and didn’t work hard at all. In 
fact, they knew, and yet they still provided what seemed to 
be a months worth of food for our single visit. 

— Allen Lu  

Volunteer Journals 
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 Volunteer Journals 
When we got to the houses in the countryside, we were re-
ceived with such hospitality that I was taken aback a bit. 
Although they didn’t have much, they were very warm and 
welcoming and treated us as if we were family. On the way 
back home I thought to myself how the Angel Heart organi-
zation was truly a family and not just a charity that just 
donates money. 

— David Li  

The surgery was successful. After the surgery, we followed 
him to the recovery room and waited for him to wave up 
from anesthesia. Not after long, Zhao Boyi woke up in tears 
and asked us “Is it done yet?” That is a question I will never 
imagine a kid would ask after such serious surgery. He al-
ways knew what he has been through and had hope to re-
cover from it. 

—Ashley Luo  
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Thank You for Your Support 

Gansu Province, China. 

Thanks to generous organizations like Edwards 
Lifesciences, the Capital Group Foundation, and 
our cherished individual contributors, this year 
we have been able to provide quality care and lov-
ing support to eleven children in the Gansu Prov-
ince of China. The support we have been given 
has been able to give these children, once bur-
dened with congenital heart disease, and their 
families a bright future and a reason for hope. 
With the money from these donations and the 
care of our volunteers, we not only have given 
these children medical attention, but have also 
helped them start anew. Angel Heart International 
started with love, and with love, our volunteers 
will continue to collaborate to give these families 
hope.  



For more information please contact: 

Angel Heart International 

http://www.angelheartintl.org 

Phone: (949) 310-8181 

Mail: PO BOX 17486, Irvine, CA 92623-7486 


