
For more information please contact: 

Angel Heart International 

http://www.angelheartintl.org 

Phone: (949) 310-8181 

Mail: PO BOX 17486, Irvine, CA 92623-7486 

Angel Heart International 

 

2018  

Annual Report  



About Angel Heart International 

Our Mission 

Angel Heart International is committed to serving chil-
dren with congenital heart diseases in China and other 
developing countries. We promise to do everything 
possible for these children, working not only to finan-
cially assist them in attaining life-saving surgeries, but 
also compassionately building an enduring network of 
support for each child, leading them to their new fu-
tures.  
 
We seek more grassroots efforts to give love and care 
to children suffering from CHD and their families, and 
to go beyond simply providing medical services to 
them. 
 
 

Angel Heart International, Inc. (AHI) is a public non-
profit corporation serving children with congenital 
heart diseases (CHD) in China and other developing 
countries. Since its founding in February 2007, AHI 
has helped 138 children with CHD, with many receiv-
ing successful surgeries. 
 
Most CHD diseases are treatable and many of the sur-
geries treating CHD have almost a 99% chance of suc-
cess, given they are performed in time. After surgery, 
most children can lead completely normal lives. Unfor-
tunately, many of the families Angel Heart works with 
cannot afford the surgery and can only watch as this 
completely treatable disease takes their children away. 
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Thank  You for Your Support 

During 2018 Patient—Volunteer Reunion in Dingxi, Gansu, China. 

Thanks to generous organizations like Edwards Lifesci-
ences, the Capital Group Foundation, and our cher-
ished individual contributors, this year we have been 
able to provide quality care and loving support to elev-
en children in the Gansu Province of China. The sup-
port we have been given has been able to give these 
children, once burdened with congenital heart disease, 
and their families a bright future and a reason for 
hope. With the money from these donations and the 
care of our volunteers, we not only have given these 
children medical attention, but have also helped them 
start anew. Angel Heart International started with love, 
and with love, our volunteers will continue to collabo-
rate to give these families hope.  



Financial Statement for 2018 
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2018 AHI's Financial Statement 

   

Income  12-31-2018 

 
Nonrestricted Public Sup-
port  

 Corporate Contributions 35,140.65 

 Individual Contributions 19,200.00 

   

 Investments  

 

Interest-savings, short-term 
CD 802.00 

   

 Total Income:  $    55,142.65  

   

Expense   

 Program Expenses  

 Surgery Fees 32,476.87 

 Bank fees 375.70 

 Better medical care 205.93 

 Care Group 1,197.00 

   

 Operating Expenses (USA)  

 

Books, Subscriptions, Refer-
ence  

 Postage, Mailing Service 105.74 

 Printing and Copying 21.98 

 
Conference, Convention, 
Meeting  

 Business Registration Fees  

 Legal fees  

 Web design and maintenance 251.76 

   

 Total Expense:  $    34,634.98  

   

Net Income:   $    20,507.67  
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The Gansu province is considered to be one of the poorest 
provinces in China. Its frequent droughts and famines have 
slowed its economic progress, leaving most of its inhabit-
ants poverty-stricken and living in unhealthy conditions. 
Angel Heart International seeks to help the impoverished 
children suffering from CHD in Gansu. Most of their fami-
lies are unable to provide the medical care their children 
need, and thus they turn to AHI for support. Our volunteers 
meet with the families and children, and stay with them 
through the surgery process and recovery, and with the sup-
port of our partner, hospitals, 138 patients have been able 
to receive successful operations. 
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Letter From Our Leadership 
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Dear Angel Heart International 
Supporters: 
 

In the last five years that I have 
been with Angel Heart Interna-
tional, I have had the utmost 
privilege to watch it grow and 
thrive as it moved through peri-
ods of transition and change. 
2018 was a monumental year for 
AHI as we celebrated the 10th 
anniversary of our very first sur-
gery. Thank you to all of our past 
and current doctors, volunteers, 

corporate sponsors, donors, and supporters who have so 
passionately believed and helped us carry out our mission 
statement. We could not have done it without any of you, 
and we are forever grateful.  
 

In 2018, AHI sponsored the surgeries of 11 children, 
providing them with a second chance at a healthy life and 
an organization that wants to watch them grow up. We 
continue to provide Whole Person Care, so that our patients 
receive continuous support beyond the operating room and 
ICU. We care about our children beyond their medical con-
dition and bill, but truly strive to walk with them for as 
long as we can—providing checkups, offering scholar-
ships, and encouraging them and their loved ones every 
step of the way. We have watched past patients move onto 
higher education, get married, and even begin to volunteer 
with AHI themselves. Although we are thousands of miles 
apart, we have formed our own family of over 130 patients, 
their families, and our volunteers in the last ten years and 
we know that it will only continue to expand.   
 

 

Jenny Wang, AHL Vice President 
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Ran Lihong—2008   Ran Lihong—2018 

Liu Weijun — 2008  Liu Weijun —2018  

Cheng Wenbo—2008  Cheng Wenbo and AHI       

    volunteers—2018  

Liu Lele — 2008     Liu Lele — 2018 
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Revisiting 2008 Patients  

Gansu Trip 2018 

As part of 10 year celebration, AHI volunteers revisited 
the 7 patients who received surgery in 2008 at their 
homes. Since 2008, the patients battled death and went 
through a tremendous journey.  

 
 
 

Lan Xiaohua— 2008  
Lan Xiaohua and her son — 2018  

Zhang Jiasheng—2008 Zhang Jiasheng, one of the top 3 

students at his school—2018  

Ding Xiaoyan —2008  Ding Xiaoyan — 2015 
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In July, we celebrated with our AHI family, bringing to-
gether U.S. and China volunteers, new and old patients. We 
reflected on the past, commemorated those that have been a 
part of the last ten years, and looked forward to another dec-
ade. 2018 was also a year of transformation, in which we 
streamlined our communication systems, upgraded our web-
site, brought in new volunteers and board members, and ac-
tively pursued more projects and collaborations. Beyond 
providing medical care to those underserved, we recognize 
the need to advance methods of prevention and intervention 
by improving diagnostic technology through partnerships 
with physicians and universities.  
 

With the start of a new chapter in AHI, I also wanted to 
highlight some of the many people who are helping guide 
the way. Wang Bangzhou and Zhu Lina were just teenagers 
when AHI met them as patients 8 and 9 years ago, respec-
tively, but, now, as young adults, they have become an inte-
gral part of the AHI family, working tirelessly with the Chi-
na team. They know better than anyone the power that AHI 
has to help those that are underserved and underprivileged, 
and their dedication to the organization as well as their love 
and hope is an encouraging glimpse into the future.  
 

The last decade has been unbelievable and the future holds 
infinite potential. I am so honored and blessed to be apart of 
this organization, and I cannot wait to witness all that we 
accomplish in the coming years. Thank you for your sup-
port. 
 

With love,  
Jenny Wang 
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2018 Patient Summary for  

Medical Assistance Program 
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Patient 
Name Age Diagnosis 

Surgery 
Date 

Wang ZhiYu 3 Atrial Septal Defect 1/24/2018 

Niu Na 5 Atrial Septal Defect 7/2/2018 

Ma XiaoLong 2 Atrioventricular Septal Defect 7/10/2018 

Zhang 
HongYu 12 Atrial Septal Defect 6/28/2018 

Zhang Li 3 Atrioventricular Septal Defect 8/27/2018 

Su Xiaohua 2 
Anomalous Pulmonary Venous 
Return 9/19/2018 

Xie RenPing 8 Ebstein’s Anamoly 11/15/2018 

Li Qian 6 Interventricular Septal Defect 11/15/2018 

He BoYang 5 Endocardial Cushion Defect 12/29/2018 

Li Ying 7 Patent Foramen Ovale 12/29/2018 

Zuohere  5 
Atrial Septal Defect, Ventricular 
Septal Defect 10/17/2018 
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2008 AHI Patients—Zhang Jiasheng, Liu Lele, Ding XiaoYang, Lan 
Xiaohua, Ran Lihong (right to left)—share their journey with congenital 
heart disease and AHI 

 
AHI Patients at reunion  
 
AHI prides in not only saving lives but changing them as 
well. In the 10th Anniversary Reunion in Dingxi, China,  
previous AHI patients from all over China joined together 
as they shared their journey with AHI. Volunteers witnessed 
the change and growth of previous AHI patients after their 
surgery.  
 
 
 
 

10th Anniversary Reunion  
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Gansu Trip 2018  
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 Volunteer Journals 

I arrived the previous night and the next morning, a few of us 
who just arrived went to visit the two children—Niu Na and Ma 
Xiaolong—currently in the hospital… Despite the bright out-
come of the surgery, Niu Na was absolutely terrified. For the 
whole time that we were in the room together, she did not utter a 
word. In particular, anyone in white nurse’s coats scared her the 
most as in her mom’s words, they were the ones who brought 
her the most pain. Despite her quiet demeanor, her eyes intelli-
gently followed us as we talked to her mom and Ma Xiaolong’s 
family. I tried to be extremely optimistic and upbeat, just to let 
her know that the worst part is over and that she was okay. Her 
mom asked me to take a picture of her and she obliged though 
she did not smile. It was on the last day of my trip and I went to 
say goodbye to them, her mom told me that Niu Na chose the 
picture of the two of us to put as her mom’s phone background. I 
was so touched. 
—Jenny Wang, 18  

On the third day, we drove in a bus three hours to head to the 
countryside for follow up visits. We hiked toward the homes in 
pouring rain looking forward to see the growth of the past pa-
tients. When we arrived and settled down with a heartwarming 
welcome from the family, what truly stunned me was not the 
houses made of mud, or the beaten down rooms but their con-
tentment with what they had.  

—Alice Lee, 16 
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Over the past eleven years, Angel Heart Interna-

tional has sponsored surgery cost for 138 children 

suffering from CHD, mainly from the Gansu prov-

ince in China. Ranged from age 1 to 17, they all des-

perately needed the medical attention their parents 

could not afford to give them. Through the tireless 

efforts of AHI’s volunteers and the generous dona-

tions given to AHI, we were able to fund 11 suc-

cessful surgeries in 2018 and give our patients a 

second opportunity for a brighter future. 

AHI volunteers watch as doctors in the Gansu Provincial People’s Hospital 

perform Niu Na’s open heart surgery. 
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Ma XiaoLong with his 

Mother. 

 Ma XiaoLong, at the little 

age of 2, received surgery for a 

congenita l  heart disease, 

Atrioventricular Septal Defect. 

His immediate family is 

comprised of ten members, his 

grandmother, grandfather, 
parents, and six siblings with two 

boys and four girls. Ma 

XiaoLong’s family owns 5 acres 

of land and used to own three 

cows (sold since to pay for 

medicinal expenses). Nearly all 

crops were used to feed the 

cows and total profit from 

farming was nearly none. This 

year, the total income of Ma 

XiaoLong’s family is estimated to 

be around 4000 RMB (582 US 

Dollars). The main expenses 

included fertilizers, schooling 

fees, and treatment for the 

grandfather’s esophageal cancer. 

The family is currently in debt 

for 12,000 RMB.  Ma XiaoLong, 

the smallest of the six children 

was discovered with a disease at 

birth, Atrioventricular Septal 

Defect. AVSD is a heart defect in 

Ma XiaoLong’s worried 

mother helping him use a 

Nebulizer pre-surgery. 

Helping and Healing 

Ma XiaoLong’s Story 
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- Every Heartbeat Matters  
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AHI Patient Screening Project 
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All the underserved were verified during screening by asking 

the family to show government issued low income documents. 

Those who screened without CHD or HVD were not checked 

for low income document. Among the 68 detected, 19 were 

underserved. Use the same ratio, 30 was estimated from the 

total screening number of 107.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The screening process used both echocardiogram and digital 

stethoscope. The latter is sponsored by AHI as a research pro-

ject that the heart murmurs can be digitally recorded and ana-

lyzed later. The initial results from this screening is very posi-

tive -- MATLAB analysis can detect heart murmur from CHD/

HVD with better sensitivity and accuracy than under-trained 

rural doctors. This may lead to new tools for large scale initial 

patient screening in rural area without the use of echocardio-

gram, which requires expensive equipment and well trained 

professional. The screening/counseling activity took place dur-

ing 10/21-10/27 of 2018, 3 AHI volunteers participated with 

medical staff from Gansu province hospital.  
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which there are holes between the chambers of the right 

and left sides of the heart, and the valves that control the 

blood flow between the chambers may not be formed 

correctly. He underwent a period of treatment, costing the 

family a total of 30,000 RMB (4,360 US Dollars). Due to lack 

of understanding of the disease, the family stopped the 

treatment midway as soon as Ma XiaoLong’s condition 

stabilized. Ma XiaoLong received surgery on July 10th of 

2018 and recovered well. Ma Xiaolong’s parents wishes for 

their child to live a safe and peaceful life and to make as 

many contribution to society as possible.  
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AHI Volunteers comfort Ma XiaoLong before his surgery. 
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Xie Renping’s  Story 

 Xie Renping, 

7, is from a poor 

village, looked shy and 

her father very 

worried. She was 

diagnosed with 

Ebstein Anomaly --

malformation of 

tricuspid valve, a rare 

and difficult form of 

congenital heart valve 

disease. Under a 

government program, 

she was sent to a 

Beijing hospital for treatment. Two years after surgery, her 

condition is deteriorating rapidly. Confused and worried, her 

father took her to our screening for advice. Reviewing her 

medical record brought me dismay and anger -- her surgery was 

done with a complete wrong approach, instead of performing 

difficult but necessary tricuspid valve repair, her ASD was closed 

with an occluder. As a result, the regurgitant flow from the 

tricuspid valve had nowhere to shunt but back to venous system, 

eventually leading to portal hypertension. I felt this medical 

procedure was driven from either ignorance or financial 

considerations, maybe both. Renping is the 2nd Ebstein patient 

AHI encountered, the first patient was misdiagnosed and not 

treated promptly. So I acted immediately. After consulting with 

one of the best pediatric cardiac surgeon, member of AHI 

advisory board, Dr. Liu, Yinglong, AHI sent Renping to Beijing 

Jingdu Children's hospital for valve repair surgery. Renping and 

Helping and Healing 
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Xie Renping at JingDu Children hospital  
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her father took bus to Beijing so 

it could reduce their total travel 

expenses. They arrived in Beijing 

on 10/31/2018. Under 

arrangement from Crystal Bu and 

Angie Yan of Edwards Shanghai, 

Edwards employees in Beijing 

went to help, they picked her up 

at the bus station, arranged 

hospitalization, and visited her 

during her surgery. Chen Lin of 

Edwards presented her gifts, was 

at her bedside, encouraging her 

to fight and recover. Her surgery 

was successfully performed on 

11/3/2018 with near perfect 

repair of the malformed tricuspid valve. Renping was discharged 

on 11/15/2018.  
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      Xie Renping all smiles after her surgery  

Xie Renping and Chen Lin of Ed-

wards 


