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About Angel Heart International
Angel Heart International, Inc. (AHI) is a public nonprofit corporation
serving children with congenital heart diseases (CHD) in China and
other developing countries. Since founding AHI in February 2007, we
have changed the lives of 127 children with CHD by providing funding
and support for many successful surgeries.
Most CHD diseases are treatable with many of the surgeries treating
CHD having an almost 99% chance of success under the one condition
that the patients are diagnosed in time and are able to receive surgeries
as soon as possible. Unfortunately, the families Angel Heart
International work with cannot afford the surgery. Because of their
financial restrictions, these families were only able to watch their
children becoming increasingly affected by the symptoms of congenital
heart disease, knowing that their children will soon be taken away.
Through the help of AHI, these children lead normal lives. Angel Heart
International focuses on one region at a time to ensure that our
business model works before expanding the programs to other regions
and countries.

Our Mission
Angel Heart International is committed to serving children with
congenital heart diseases in China and other developing countries. We
promise to do everything possible for these children, working not only
to financially assist them in attaining life-saving surgeries but also
compassionately building an enduring network of support for each child,
leading them to their new futures.
We seek more grassroots efforts to give love and care to children
suffering from CHD and their families, and to go beyond simply
providing medical services to them.
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About the Gansu Project
The Gansu province is considered to be one of the poorest provinces
in China. Its frequent droughts and famines have slowed its economic
progress, leaving most of its inhabitants poverty-stricken and living in
unhealthy conditions. Angel Heart International seeks to help the
impoverished children suffering from CHD in Gansu. Most of their
families are unable to provide the medical care their children need, and
thus they turn to AHI for support. Our volunteers meet with the
families and children, and stay with them through the surgery process
and recovery, and with the support of our partner, hospitals, 127
patients have been able to receive successful operations.
Angel Heart International
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Letter From Our Leadership
Note from AHI President

Dear Angel Heart International Supporters:
2017 marked a tremendous milestone for Angel Heart International.
This year, we celebrated a decade of mobilizing patient care in
underserved communities and providing congenital heart disease
patients with opportunities to thrive. Alongside former patients and
core members of our global teams, 200 new and familiar faces came
together in February to recognize not only the accomplishments of our
organization over the past 10 years but also the pillars that continue to
drive AHI’s growth.
Our organization is guided by a commitment to providing children
suffering from congenital heart disease and heart valve disease in rural
China with Whole Person Care, by which our patients receive
dedicated support throughout their treatment and recovery. In the year
2017, AHI sponsored the surgeries of 10 children. From initial visits, to
the operating room and ICU, to annual reunions years down the line,
AHI volunteers accompany patients and families as they adjust to this
monumental life change. The four central mechanisms by which we
deliver Whole Person Care are medical assistance, improved medical
care, academic scholarships, and a robust support network.
In addition to addressing unmet needs for congenital heart disease
treatment, we also seek to enable advancements in diagnosis methods
that could identify these conditions early on. Our mission is driven by
the dedication and compassion of our teams, and we strengthen our
care programs by evolving volunteer engagement programs and
providing collaborating medical professionals with additional educational
opportunities.
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Our team at AHI, comprised entirely of volunteers, is not without the
generous support of our key corporate sponsors at Edwards
Lifesciences Foundation and Capital Group. Our supporters as well as
Pacific Academy, the joint hosts of AHI’s 10-year anniversary
celebration, have all left their mark in making Angel Heart what it is
today.
To advance our vision of Whole Person Care and establish oversight
spanning the framework and processes enabling us to deliver on this
objective, we have formed a new Steering Committee. This committee
draws on the combined perspectives and experiences of members from
industry and former AHI leadership to align, oversee, and drive growth
for Angel Heart. All our teams, working together, will transform these
insights into new opportunities for our patients.
With 2017 welcoming in new
leadership teams, a revitalized Gansu
caring trip program set to launch in
the coming year, and redesigned
online platforms, we are continuously
evolving the ways in which we
provide patients with the care they
deserve. Our successes are the
culmination of efforts by an incredible
team of volunteers and supporters,
and I look forward to even greater
heights as Angel Heart continues to
grow.
Sincerely,

Jennifer Yang, President
Angel Heart International
Angel Heart International
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Note from AHI Vice Presidents

This past year has seen many changes and
transformations, which could not have been
possible without the hard work from each and
every volunteer. We are so proud to be a part
of the AHI family - despite being spread out
across the globe, our volunteers are united by
the common goal to support children with
congenital heart disease. We offer our
deepest thanks to all our volunteers, whose
tireless dedication has helped this organization
continue to expand and grow, and look
forward to this new year.
With warmest regards,
Yvonne Lu & Tiffany Wu
Co-Vice-Presidents, Angel Heart International

Angel Heart International Vice Presidents:
Yvonne Lu (TOP LEFT) and Tiffany Wu (BOTTOM LEFT)
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New Progress
Hearts pounding, adrenaline rushing, friends and family gather together
for one thing— running. On October 7th-8th, 2017, runners participated
in the 33rd Annual JetBlue Long Beach Marathon along the scenic
Queen Mary and Pacific Ocean. The 5k run, hosted by Aquarium of the
Pacific, started at 7 AM on Saturday, October 7, while the full and half
marathon started at 6 AM on Sunday, October 8. Among the estimated
17,000 people participating in the Marathon that weekend, there was a
special group of 130 running for Angel Heart International (AHI).
Through the support of family and friends, AHI more than doubled the
Marathon’s prerequisite for the Gold Level of $10,000, becoming one
of the five charities to achieve the status. In total, AHI’s family raised
$20,485. Thank you so much to all our volunteers as you have really
become part of this growing family in our mission to save children with
congenital heart disease!
For more information, please read the Fall Newsletter (Volume IX
Edition II) posted on AHI website (angelheartintl.org) and Facebook.

ABOVE: AHI runners, wearing their custom blue t-shirts, pose for a
picture after running in the JetBue Long Beach Marathon.
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2017 Patient Summary
Medical Assistance Program
Patient
Names

Age of

Date of

Date of

Sex Surgery Surgery Discharge

Pang,
Yuxuan

F

4

1/18/2017 1/25/2017

Simeng

F

7

1/18/2017 1/28/2017

Zhu Ke

M

1

5/24/2017

Kong Junhao M

7

7/18/2017 7/26/2017

Zhang,

6/5/2017

Ma Ziqi

M

3

7/27/2017

8/2/2017

Gui Sihan

F

1

7/27/2017

8/4/2017

Zhang Tianqi M

4

8/3/2017

8/17/2017

Meng Lina

F

4

10/16/2017 10/23/2017

Pu Yue

F

4

10/23/2017 10/30/2017
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Helping and Healing
Kong Junhao Patient Story
Kong Junhao was diagnosed with congenital heart disease when he was
three years old. Four years later, seven-year-old Kong Junhao currently
lives with his parents and paternal grandfather. As a result of
contracting an illness in his digestive system a few years prior, Kong
Junhao’s grandfather regularly requires medication. Because of his age
and physical condition, the grandfather stays at home to recover and is
unable to provide a source of income for the family, only able to do
minor miscellaneous work. Kong Junhao’s mother suffers from anemia,
dizziness, and a gynecological disease. Because of her illnesses, she has
been taking medicine for multiple years. Kong Junhao’s mother is
nearsighted, and because of her poor eyesight, she stays home to care
for her child and the farm.
The Kong family owns approximately 0.25 acres of land, mainly growing
potatoes and corn. Last year, the family earned 1,800 RMB ($285 USD)
from selling corn. Since Kong Junhao’s birth, his father works odd jobs,
earning around 10,000 RMB ($1580 USD) annually. In 2016, the family’s
total annual income was around 20,000 RMB ($3160 USD). Currently,
the family owes 20,000 RMB in loans to relatives, spending the money
on repairing their home. The family has saved 10,000 RMB for Kong
Junhao’s surgery, including 5,000 RMB ($790 USD) borrowed from
relatives. In addition to the costly medical fees, Kong’s family’s other
expenses include buying fertilizer for their crops, paying tuition for
school, and other school fees. Only the father and mother work in the
family. Kong’s parents medically support Kong while managing the
illnesses of Kong’s mother and grandfather.
Kong Junhao was diagnosed with congenital heart disease when he was
taken to the Yongjing Country Hospital due to a fever. However, he
was unable to receive treatment because of the family’s financial
difficulties. Kong Junhao has never received any medical treatment
Angel Heart International
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except the one time in 2015 when he was taken to the Gansu Province
Hospital for a checkup. Because his family struggles to pay for the
medical needs of Kong Junhao’s grandfather, mother, and Kong Junhao,
they turned to AHI for support in the hopes that their child will have
the opportunity to thrive and grow up healthy. On July 18, 2017, Kong
Junhao underwent a successful surgery and was discharged from the
hospital with a clean bill of health eight days later.

ABOVE LEFT: Kong Junhao lying in his bed inside the recovery room
the day after his surgery
ABOVE RIGHT: Kong Junhao smiling for a picture the day of his
discharge eight days later
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Meng Lina Patient Story
Meng Lina, currently a four-year-old girl, was born with ventricular
septal defect (VSD), a type of congenital heart disease where there is a
hole in the wall separating the two lower chambers of the heart. She
lives with her paternal grandfather, mother, and father. Her grandfather
has high blood pressure, requiring him to take daily medication and only
allowing him to do relatively light work around the house and farm.
The family owns around 12.5 “mu” of land (approximately 1.98 acres),
where they mainly grow potatoes, wheat, corn, soybeans, and some
herbs. On the farm, the family also raises three sheep. In 2016, the
family earned approximately 10,000 RMB ($1580 USD), mainly spending
their income on buying fertilizer, sending Meng Lina to day care, and
paying the medical expenses for Meng Lina and her grandfather.
Beginning February 2017, both of Lina’s parents began working at a
newly developed Lanzhou factory in the hopes of earning more money
for Lina’s surgery. Lina’s father spends more hours working at the
factory than Lina’s mother with the mother taking care of her daughter,
the house, and the farm. Currently, the family has taken out 30,000
RMB ($4740 USD) in loans from the bank to repay the grandfather’s
debt and to purchase their pedicab.
When Meng Lina was one years old, she was taken to the Weiyuan
County Hospital for a cold and was diagnosed with VSD. She has
received treatment and medication for her heart condition but has
never been able to afford surgery, so the family turned to AHI with the
hopes that she will be able to attend school and lead a normal life. Just
shy of her fourth birthday, Meng Lina underwent a successful VSD
repair surgery on October 16, 2017 and was discharged from the
hospital healthy on October 23, 2017. Meng Lina continues pursuing
her studies at school and spreading Angel Heart’s love.
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ABOVE 5: Meng Lina in the recovery room after her surgery
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Financial Statement
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Thank You for Your Support
Thanks to generous organizations like Edwards Lifesciences, the Capital
Group Foundation, American Association for Thoracic Surgery and our
cherished individual contributors, this year we have been able to
provide quality care and loving support to ten children in the Gansu
Province of China. The support we have been given has been able to
give these children, once burdened with congenital heart disease, and
their families a bright future and a reason to hope. With the money
from these donations and the care of our volunteers, we not only have
given these children medical attention, but have also helped them start
anew. Angel Heart International started with love, and with love, our
volunteers will continue to collaborate to give these families hope.

For more information, please contact:
Angel Heart International
http://www.angelheartintl.org
Phone: (949) 310-8181
Mail: PO BOX 17486, Irvine, CA 92623-7486
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