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W i t h t h e N e w Y e a r 
celebrations still lingering in 
mind, the Angel Heart family 
gathered at UC Irvine for their 
2 0 1 5 y e a r r e c a p a n d 
commemoration. Kicked off by 
the amazing violin performance of 
the Butterfly Lovers Violin 
Concerto (Liang Zhu) by violin 
teacher Zhong Ying, volunteers 
were taken through the music and 
through their roots with the lyrical 
and moving playing. 

This year’s MC Haotian Xu 
then officially began the meeting 
by introducing long-time parent 
volunteer An Lan, who set the 
stage for the meeting. An Lan 
eloquently retold the tale of Dr. 
Shouyan Lee’s experience with his 
daughter’s congenital heart disease 
(CHD), and how it fueled his 
determination in bringing Angel 
Heart International to life as a non 
profit organization dedicated to 
giving children living in Gansu, 
China a means to get the much 
needed medical attention for their 
congenital heart conditions. 

Having gone back to the 
roots of the AHI story, the meeting 
t h e n p r o g r e s s e d o n w a r d s , 
reflecting on the 2015 year. After 
the new board members were 
introduced, Vice Presidents 
Tiffany Wu and Yvonne Lu 
thanked all the AHI donors for 
another year of generosity and 
support. Moving right along, 
President Jennifer Yang gave her 
State of the Union speech. Though 
the new president congratulated us 
on a successful year, President 
Yang urged volunteers, new and 
old, to plow onwards and achieve 
more in the upcoming year. 

Leading by example, she made it 
clear that the success of the 
organization, and the depth of 
relationship between volunteer 
and patient, are solely dependent 
on the w i l l i ngness o f t he 
volunteers to reach out and make a 
change.  

Fueled by the new leadership, 
Dr. Tang of the University of 

California, Irvine was then invited 
to the stage to share his personal 
journey in tying together the UCI 
s t u d e n t s w i t h t h e A H I 
organization. Having met Dr. Lee 
at an Edwards Foundation awards 
ceremony, the professor was then 
introduced to AHI’s incredible 
mission and goal. Intrigued, he 
then incorporated his own students 

into the program, hosting separate 
Gansu trips to give his students an 
opportunity to be apart of the 
journey. The relationship and 
partnership between UCI and AHI 
is a strong one, bonded by student 
groups and Gansu trips. Through 
reminiscence of the past year’s 
accomplishments and trips taken 
by the UCI (cont. on page 2) 
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Volunteers Gather at the UCI lecture hall to listen to speakers during the annual meeting 

Award Recipients pose with president Jennifer Yang and Co-Vice Presidents, Tiffany Wu and Yvonne Lu 

Volume VIII, Issue I Summer 2016 www.angelheartintl.org

A Moving Annual Meeting Concludes 2015 



2 Summer 2016 Meeting (cont.) & UCI Club Updates Angel Heart Intl.

 Our UCI volunteers who 
went on the 2015 summer and 
spring trips last year noticed that 
there were some things that we 
could provide to the children to 
i m p r o v e t h e i r s u r g e r y 
experience.  
  Therefore, this past school 
year, the Angel Heart Initiative 
club at UC Irvine set our goal to 
create care packages for the AHI 
patients that the volunteers 
would be visiting during the 
summer trip.  We had quarterly 
on-campus Lol l icup boba 
fundraisers and a restaurant 
night fundraiser at Mick’s 
Karma Bar in Irvine to help 
fund these care packages. 
  These are the components of 
the care packages that the UCI 
club Angel Heart Initiative is 
sending with the volunteers 
going to Gansu this summer: 
• Children's gummy muti-
vitamins 
• Lip balm 
• Toothettes (pink swabs) 
• battery operated fans 

• Hand made cards  
  We included children 's 
gummy multi-vitamins because 
we know that it's difficult for 
these children to get all the 
necessary vitamins they need to 
grow. Toothettes and lip balm are 
for them to use after surgery. 
They cannot drink any water after 
surgery, so they can dip the 
toothettes in a little bit of water to 
moisten their mouths and use the 
lip balm because their lips will be 
chapped. The hand held fans are 
because it is hot during the 
summer months in the hospital 
and they need to be able to stay 
cool and get their rest to recover 
quickly. 
  The hand made cards were 
made with love both from AHI 
club members as a club activity 
during our AHI club meetings and 
by UCI students in the Circle K 
club who we did a joint club 
activity with. We created enough 
cards to give to all former AHI 
patients who would be at the 
annual AHI patient reunion.

(continued from page 1) students, a 
newer and higher standard was set 
for the upcoming year. 

A f t e r a s h o r t b u t 
heartwarming video shown by Dr. 
Lee about the struggle of Qi 
Jingjing and her struggle for 
health, the meeting covered the 
2015 Gansu trips. Headed by 
Helen Lu, the presenta t ion 
included insights and experiences 
from volunteers Carissa Chen and 
Bryan Lu whom had attended the 
June trip to Gansu.  

Although the volunteer’s 
individual lessons varied in their 
own ways, the overall message of 
community, family, and the 
warmth between volunteer and 
pa t i en t emana ted f rom the 
presentation.   

F i n a l l y , t h e m e e t i n g 
c o n c l u d e d b y c e l e b r a t i n g 
accomplishments made in the past 
year by distinguished volunteers. 
These honored individuals include: 
• Best Presentation: Phoebe Pan 

• Best Journal/Diary: Carissa 
C h e n ( E n g l i s h ) & C i 
(Cherry) Ren (Chinese) 

• Best Fundraising Efforts: 
Pacific Academy 

• Leadership of the Year: 
Haotian Xu 

• Volunteer of the Year: Helen 
Lu and UCI 

• Specia l Recogni t ion for 
D e d i c a t e d S e r v i c e a n d 
Leadership: Annie Wang and 
Alina Yang 

2015 was a great year for 
Angel Heart International. The 
year strengthened existing bonds 
between cultures and established 
new bonds where there were 
none. In addition to reflecting and 
celebrating a year of successes, 
the annual meeting invigorated 
volunteers and their families to 
do more, reach farther, and create 
stronger bonds.” 

A n n u a l M e e t i n g 
C o n c l u d e s 2 0 1 5 

UCI’s Angel Heart 
Initiative  Creates 
Care Packages for 
Patients & Volunteers
BY: CELINE PHONG 
PRESIDENT OF ANGEL 
HEART INITIATIVE AT UCI 

Care Packages include vitamins, cards, lip balms and other goodies UCI Volunteers pose with their hand drawn and handwritten cards 



On January 23, 2016, Pacific 
Academy hosted the annual Angel 
Heart Fundraising Concert.  

The night was introduced 
with a short video, showcasing the 
goals of Angel Heart as well as the 
stories of past patients.  The night 
also featured astounding piano 
performances by Umi Garrett, 
Phoebe Pan, Allison To, and guest 
performer Juliana Wang.  

The audience raised $17,100. 
After receiving $6,000 more after 
the concert, the final donation 
amount reached a phenomenal 
amount of $28,100, all donated to 

Angel Heart Operations. Through 
the collective effort of our 
supporters and fundraisers, Angel 
Heart is able to fund seven more 
surgeries, saving seven more 
children. Seven more lives of 
children will be changed because 
of  kindness and love.  

Angel Heart International 
would like to thank each and every 
supporter for their contribution, a 
contribution with a lasting impact 
for our patient and their families. 
We would also like to thank 
Pac i f i c Academy for the i r 
commitment and hardwork in 
hosting this amazing event and 
supporting the Angel Heart cause. 

Angel Heart International has 
emailed or mailed the donation 
receipts to all donors. If you have 

not received yours, please email 
donations@angelheartintl.org. All 

donors’ name is listed on our web- 
site at www.angelheartintl.org. 

BY: KIMBERLY SHI 
CO-DIRECTOR OF 
PUBLICATIONS 

Thanks to Donors, Over $28k Raised at 
Pacific Academy’s Angel Heart Fundraiser 
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ACI Directors pose with Dr. Lee and the check of $28k after the fundraiser

  
This year, we have many fresh faces on our Board of Directors. To help 
our supporters better understand the critical roles of our volunteers, we 
have compiled a summary of their tasks. Be sure to check out our 
Facebook page at https:/ /www.facebook.com/Angel-Heart-
International-159104670829569/ to read a personal feature of our 

volunteers. 

Jennifer Yang, President 
Jennifer guides the direction of AHI and oversees 
the general activities and goals of all the 
department and communicates with external 
parties. She is responsible for the public 
appearance of the organization and is involved in 
all major events of AHI.  The Director of Clinical 
Affairs and the President remain in close 
correspondence.  

Tiffany Wu and Yvonne Lu, 
Co-Vice Presidents 
T h e C o - Vi c e P r e s i d e n t s 
coordinate with the president 
about the direction of AHI and 
the public appearance of AHI. 
Tiffany and Yvonne focus on 
aligning AHI’s progress with the 
core focus of that year. The Co-
Vi c e p r e s i d e n t s a s s i s t i n 
coordinating each major events 
and organize the monthly board 
meetings. 

Nancy Wang, Director of Translations 
The Director of Translations communicates 
with the Director of Operations and the 
Director of Volunteers. Nancy monitors which 
reports need to be translated and often 
translated many documents herself when 
there is an influx of materials. Afterwards, the 
reports are delegated to volunteers working in 
Operations. Once each report is translated, it 
is then filed into each respective patient folder 
to send to the Director of Volunteering so she 
may then send to other AHI volunteers. 

Esther Wang and Jenny Wang, Directors of Operations 
The Co-Directors of Operations transfer and track patient documents 
from the volunteer team in China. In addition, Esther and Jenny translate 
document titles, upload files, and 
notify translations regarding new 
document s . The d i r ec to r s 
communicate with the Chinese 
volunteer team for missing 
documents. Jenny also compiles 
patient information into a report, 
allowing donors to participate in 
a patient’s journey through the 
report. 

Shouyan Lee, Director of 
Clinical Affairs/Director of Government Affairs (not pictured) 
The Director of Clinical Affairs/Director of Government Affairs 
coordinates surgeries, connects with partner hospitals, overseas medical 
treatment, personalizes each patient’s surgery, and determines the 
urgency of a patient’s surgery. (cont. on page 4) 
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Carissa Chen, Director of Volunteering / 
Student Group Advisor 
The Director delegates translated materials to 
volunteers to compile in a patient report. In 
addition, Carissa oversees new volunteers, 
interviews volunteers, assigns each volunteer to 
a t e a m , m a n a g e s t h e v o l u n t e e r i n g 
@angelheartintl.org email, responds to 
information requests, sends updates to all 
volunteers,  and  communicates  with  the  board      
and general volunteers. 

Albert Lee and Helen Lu, Co-
Webmasters 
Webmasters maintain the official 
AHI website and ensure the content 
is updated in a timely manner. The 
website is designed to have 
information displayed in a user 
friendly format Albert and Helen 
also ensure that all the information is 

p r e s e n t e d 
professionally. 

George Hu (not pictured) and Bryan Lu, Co-
Social Media Coordinators 
The Social Media coordinators bring awareness to 
AHI’s mission through Facebook. George and Bryan 
use social media to update people on the current and 
upcoming events. 

Haotian Xu and Allen Lu, Co-
Directors of Social Affairs 
The Directors of Social Affairs 
organize social events to promote 
volunteer involvement and to bring 
the volunteers close together. 
Haotian and Allen plan, advertise, 
and oversee most events.  

Helen Lu, Director of Caring Trip 
The Director of the Caring Trip coordinates the 
Gansu trip and takes care of the logistics of the 
trip. In addition, Helen ensures that all volunteers 
in the trip understand what they need to bring 
and the expected behavior. The director collects 
the legal forms and trains volunteers on how to 
support the patients and the patient’s family. 

Bei Lin, Treasurer (not pictured) 
The treasurer manages the economic transactions 
of the organization including grants, donations, 
and taxes. 

Jedidiah Wang, Director of Donations 
The Director of Donation diligently records 
donations and tax receipts, like during 
fundraisers, the director of donations is 
responsible of providing donors receipts and 
collecting money for Angel Heart International. 

Amy Dong and Kimberly Shi, Co-Directors of Publications 
The directors of publications edit AHI’s newsletters, create publication 
content, remain updated with 
AHI’s latest news, leads the 
publications volunteers, keeps 
close communication with other 
board members, and assess 
content placement. Amy and 
Kimberly are also responsible for 
compiling the photos and journals 
from the Gansu trip leader. The 
publications keep AHI supporters 
up to date on AHI’s major events 
and patients. 

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer for Angel Heart 
International, please email volunteering@angelheartintl.org or visit our 
website at http://www.angelheartintl.org/ for more information. 

Mission Statement:
Angel Heart International is committed to serving children with congenital heart diseases in China and other developing countries. We promise to 
do everything possible for these children, working not only to financially assist them in attaining life-saving surgeries, but also compassionately 
building an enduring network of support for each child, leading them to their new futures.

Our Vision:
We seek more grassroots efforts to give love and care to the CHD children and their families, and to go beyond simply providing medical services 
to them. We seek collaboration with other charities and NGOs so that the children AHI serves can later benefit from education, poverty alleviation 
and other relief organizations. Our goal is to create a chain of care for these children.
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Award Winning photos taken by Carissa Chen


