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January 15
Dr. Shouyan Lee speaks at a 
biomedical engineering class 
in the University of California, 
Irvine (UCI) about Angel Heart 
International, inviting previous 
Gansu volunteers to speak about their 
experiences and answer questions. A 
partnership with Professor William 
Tang is established.

Scholarship Fund: New Program Aids Patients’ Education

REUNitEd: AHI volunteers and previous patients met for a reunion at the AHI Dingxi, Gansu office in August. 

In fall 2013, Angel Heart 
International established a 
scholarship fund for former patients 
who continue their education 
beyond junior high. 18-year-old 
Wang Bangzhou, 18-year-old Lan 
Xiaohua and 17-year-old Zhu Lina 
are the first three recipients of this 
scholarship, each receiving 2,000 
RMB from AHI on October 4.

In the impoverished region 
of Gansu province where most 
of AHI patients live, seeking 
higher education is a difficult and 
oftentimes unpopular choice due 
to the tuition costs and/or the need 
for the children to stay on the 
family farm and help tend to the 
crops. Angel Heart International 
is determined to help facilitate 
the process of obtaining higher 
education for the children who 
aim to achieve this goal. Facing an 
average tuition of around 4,000 – 
6,000 RMB per year, AHI children 
will receive 2,000 RMB from AHI 
annually for each year that they are 
in school, provided that AHI has the 
available funds. 

Lan Xiaohua has just started 
nursing school, while Zhu Lina and 
Wang Bangzhou are in high school. 
Xiaohua received surgery at age 13 

in 2008 for her ventricular septal 
defect as one of the first patients 
AHI sponsored. Lina also received 
surgery at age 13 for her ventricular 

septal defect in 2009, while 
Bangzhou received surgery at age 
16 in 2010 for pulmonary stenosis. 
The scholarships were presented 

to them at AHI’s Dingxi, Gansu 
office by Xinwei Niu, the director 
of AHI China operations, and other 
members of AHI’s China team.

LEARNiNG ROCKS!: Lan Xiaohua, Zhu Lina and Wang Bangzhou (from left) accepting the scholarship in Dingxi.

2013 News Brief AHi Receives two Grants
For the sixth year in a row, AHI has been awarded a grant from 

the Edwards Lifesciences Fund, which supports causes dedicated to 
advancing education and quality of life. The grant is $25,000. Thank 
you to the volunteers who contributed to the application’s success: 
Jennifer Yang, Joe Lian, Dr. Shouyan Lee, Alina Yang, Annie Wang, 
Michelle Ding and Dr. Hengchu Cao.

For the third year in a row, AHI has also been granted $15,000 
from the Capital Group Charity Committee. Thank you to the 
volunteers who contributed to the application’s success: Emily 
Chen, Jonathan Hong, Dr. Shouyan Lee, Joe Lian and Feng Lu.

Angel Heart International, Inc. would like to thank their corporate 
sponsors for their continued support.

March 7
The AHI China team conducted a 
family visit for 1-year-old girl Wei 
Liwen

March 8
The AHI China team conducted a 
family visit for 2-year-old boy Yin 
Chuan.
                 [See Timeline, Page 2]

EXPANdiNG HORiZONS: Seven students from UCI participated in a spring 
Gansu trip, visiting children in the hospitals and in their countryside homes.
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of the Gansu trip. The event was 
organized by AHI’s director of 
social affairs Haotian Xu.
July
1-year-old girl Wang Qian traveled 
to Beijing with her family and 
received surgery for her complex 
heart disease, which includes 
ventricular septal defect, patent 
ductus arteriosus and descending 
aorta stenosis.
July 18
In collaboration with A Life a 
Time, 13-year-old girl Han Qiurong 
received surgery for her ventricular 
septal defect and atrial septal defect.
July 22
A 6.6 magnitude earthquake 
struck Dingxi, Gansu. Luckily, the 
epicenter wasn’t near most of our 
friends and patients in Gansu and 
no one affiliated with AHI was 
injured. Our prayers are with the 
families who lost loved ones and 
homes during the event.
July 31
The first U.S. summer volunteer 
group arrived in Lanzhou, Gansu 
and met with the children receiving 
operations and their families at 
Gansu Provincial Hospital. In 
addition to members of the China 
team, seven youth volunteers from 
the U.S. attended the trip.
August 1
Follow-up visits were conducted 
for Wei Liwen and Wang Chunhua 
at their homes in Gansu. Liwen and 
Chunhua received surgery in May 
2013 and August 2012, respectively.
August 2
Shen Ting, an 8-year-old girl 
from Yunnan province, received 
surgery for patent ductus arteriosus. 
Yang Yunfei and Wu Wenting, a 
2-year-old boy and 4-year-old girl 
respectively both from Dingxi, also 
received surgery for ventricular 
septal defect. The AHI volunteer 
team provided comfort and support 
in and out of the operating room for 
the patients and families.
August 3
The summer volunteer team 
conducted a family visit for 1-year-

March 22
AHI, UCI, and Edwards 
Lifesciences Joint Spring program 
kicks off! Six UCI students and 
Professor William Tang of UCI 
were led by AHI volunteer Steven 
Wang on their first trip to Gansu. 
They accompanied three children 
and their families through the 
surgery process as well as visited 
previous patients.
March 26
2-year-old boys Luo Zhaohui 
and Yin Chuan received surgery 
at Gansu Provincial Hospital for 
ventricular septal defect and patent 
ductus arteriosus, respectively.
March 27
The UCI team conducted a follow-
up visit to Xue Yijing, who received 
surgery in March 2012.
May 1
AHI China team conducted a family 
visit for 7-month-old boy Kang 
Cheng.
April 1
Luo Zhaohui and Yin Chuan were 
discharged from the hospital.
May 8
1-year-old girl Wei Liwen received 
surgery for her ventricular septal 
defect and atrial septal defect.
May 27
Wei Liwen was discharged from the 
hospital.
June 10
Capital Group Charity committee 
granted $15,000 to AHI in support 
of its programs. Thanks to the 
volunteers who worked on the 
grant: Emily Chen, Jonathan Hong, 
Dr. Shouyan Lee, Joe Lian and 
Feng Lu.
June 12
The AHI China team conducted a 
family visit for 2-year-old boy Yang 
Yunfei in Gansu province.
June 29
AHI hosted its first volunteer social 
in southern California at the Corona 
Del Mar beach. 23 attendees got 
to know each other as the older 
volunteers shared their experiences 
at AHI with the newer volunteers, 
particularly regarding the specifics 

Timeline: A Year in Perspective
From Page 1

old boy Zhang Wenbo.
August 7
Yang Yunfei was discharged from 
the hospital.
August 8
Shen Ting and Wu Wenting were 
discharged from the hospital.
August 22
The second U.S. volunteer team, 
composed of three youth volunteers, 
arrived in Lanzhou, Gansu to give 
support to patients during surgery 
and visit potential patients.
August 23
1-year-old boy Zhang Wenbo 
underwent surgery at Gansu 
Provincial Hospital for his patent 
ductus arteriosus. 
September 16
Boy Jiao Tianwen received surgery, 
becoming the 10th AHI patient of 
2013. 
September 28
AHI held a fundraiser selling 

cultural Chinese food (donated by 
restaurant Spicy City) at the Irvine 
Global Festival. The event was a 
complete success, raising ample 
funds for future endeavors!
October 4
The AHI Scholarship Fund was 
initiated for former AHI patients 
who are interested in extending 
their education beyond junior high. 
Lan Xiaohua, Zhu Lina and Wang 
Bangzhou each received $2,000 
from AHI to help offset some of 
their tuition costs. As long as funds 
are available, AHI will continue 
providing scholarship money 
annually until the child graduates.
November
The Edwards Lifesciences Fund 

granted $25,000 in funding for AHI.
November 2
AHI held its annual meeting 
in Irvine, CA. Around 35 local 
volunteers attended the meeting, 
with 16 youth volunteers present.

GEttiNG StARtEd: During the family visit, volunteer Xinwei Niu explains 
to Zhang Wenbo’s father how to fill out AHI’s application to receive assistance.

COLLECtiVE EFFORt: Volunteers initiated and ran a successful fundraiser 
at the 2013 Irvine Global Festival in September, raising over $1,000 for AHI.

REUNitEd ANd it FEELS SO GOOd: AHI volunteers and patients and 
their families reunited again at the annual reunion in Dingxi, China in August.

BEAR HUG: Cured patient Niu 
Haixiong greets AHI volunteer Peyton 
Zhang with a happy hug.

CURiOUS: Wu Wenting quietly 
marvels at the volunteers and at her 
new presents while awaiting surgery.


