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February 27, 2012
In collaboration with ALAT (A Life 
A Time) Foundation, AHI helped Li 
Yu, a 9-year-old girl from Yunnan 
with Patent Ductus Arteriosus and 
Double Outlet Right Ventricle. She 
received a successful surgery in 
Shanghai, where AHI volunteers 
visited her at the hospital. Li Yu 
is also the 50th patient AHI has 
helped.

March 3, 2012
Twitter Integration with AHI’s 
Facebook page. Follow us on 
Twitter @AHImember

March 5, 2012
Li Yu is discharged from the hospital. 

March 9, 2012
The Wings Club at University High 
School raised $255 for AHI by 
selling Chinese food at the school’s 
Clubapalooza event. 

March 17, 2012
Skype meeting regarding event 
planning for high school volunteer 
clubs occurred with Tiffany Wu, 
Annie Wang, Alina Yang, and Dr. 
Shouyan Lee attending. 

March 24, 2012
Patients Xue Yijing, a 3-year-old 
girl who suffers from Atrial Septal 
Defect, and He Rui, a 6-year-old 
boy with Ventricular Septal Defect, 
successfully underwent surgery 

March 31, 2012
Xue Yijing and He Rui were 
discharged from the hospital.

May 12, 2012
“Save a Heart” phone card 
fundraiser was launched. 10% of 
phone card sale proceeds will be 
donated to AHI. Buy a card here:
h t tp : / /www.chinamal lonl ine .
c o m / p h o n e c a r d i n f o _
en.cfm?ProductID=63&CountryID=1

July 2, 2012
AHI was awarded a $15,000 grant 
from Capital Group, making this 
the second Captial Group grant AHI 
has received.  

July 18, 2012
7-year-old Ma Muhamai underwent 
a successful surgery for his 
Ventricular Septal Defect. 

July 20, 2012
Li Xinyi, a 2-year-old boy with 
Ventricular Septal Defect from 
Dingxi, received a successful 
surgery.

July 24, 2012
The sixth patient of 2012, Wang 
Kairui is a 1-year-old girl from 
Lingxia with Atrial Septal Defect. 
She successfully underwent surgery. 

July 26, 2012
Ma Muhamai was discharged from 
the hospital.

July 27, 2012
Li Xinyi was discharged from the 
hospital.

Niu Haixiong at the meeting shared 
their experiences and the positive 
impact AHI has made on their lives.
Volunteers then conducted family 
visits for Zhang Rong, an 8-year-
old girl, and Li Qingfen, a 2-year-
old girl. 

August 12, 2012
The summer team visited Wang 
Chunhua and Xiao Yong. Both 
were still in pain but appeared to be 
recovering well. After this last visit, 
the summer team departed from 
Lanzhou and headed back to the 
United States.

September 8, 2012
AHI held its annual meeting in 
Irvine, CA. Dr. Shouyan Lee 
officially announced Michelle 
Ding and Alina Yang as the new 
AHI president and vice president, 
respectively. Congratulations!

September 21, 2012
Zhang Rong underwent a successful 
surgery.

September 24, 2012
Zheng Huiyuan and Li Qingfen 
underwent successful surgeries.

September 26, 2012
For the 5th year in a row, Edwards 
Lifesciences awards AHI a $25,000 
grant to help fund for the life-saving 
surgeries and services AHI provides 
to children suffering from CHD.

July 31, 2012
Wang Kairui was discharged from 
the hospital. 

August 9, 2012
AHI’s volunteers from the Summer 
Gansu Trip arrived in Lanzhou and 
visited Xiao Yong, a 10-year-old 
boy with Atrial Septal Defect, and 
Wang Chunhua, a 14-year-old girl 
with Ventricular Septal Defect, at 
Gansu Province People’s Hospital. 
Volunteers also met and talked with 
the patients’ surgeon Dr. Hou, who 
answered any questions.

August 10, 2012
The summer team met head surgeon 
Dr. You. Volunteers talked to Wang 
Chunhua prior to her surgery. She 
was excited and touched to see 
everyone again.
Both Xiao Yong and Wang Chunhua 
underwent successful surgeries, 
during which the summer team 
supported the patients’ families and 
kept them company the entire time.
 
August 11, 2012
Volunteers followed Lan Xiaohua’s 
route from her former elementary 
school to her home, where they met 
the rest of Xiaohua’s family.
A reunion event was held at AHI’s 
Dingxi office, where volunteers and 
previous AHI patients met together, 
creating new bonds and renewing 
old ones. Presents were passed out 
to the kids. Both Lan Xiaohua and 

News Brief: Friendships, Reunions Abound on Summer Gansu Trip

SUPPORT: Past patient Wang Yuhong 
(left) is now an AHI volunteer, helping 
new patients like Li Qingfen (right).

REUNiTEd: AHI volunteers and previous patients met for a reunion at the AHI Dingxi, Gansu office in August. 
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Dear Angel Heart supporter,

It’s difficult to believe that five years have passed since I began 
volunteering for Angel Heart International as a high school sophomore, 
but what a journey it’s been! Now, I’m soon to be graduating from 
college and find myself reflecting on how AHI has vastly grown and 
changed as an organization, to say nothing of how it’s changed me 
in the process. Back in 2008, it used to be little more than a small 
group of hopeful individuals, the remarkable Dr. Shouyan Lee, and a 
dream that we could help suffering children and families in ways that 
people might not be able to only see, but would stop to think twice 
and perhaps even feel when they read about their stories … and for 
my first volunteer project, there I was – with my Microsoft word and 
basic paint application, I was asked to design a logo encapsulating all 
these big and little wishes alike. 

Well look at us now! No longer a high schooler, I’m amazed 
and proud to see how various students from northern and southern 
California, from other states, and from China, have volunteered to help 
carry the torch. We have students not just helping, but supervising 
work in crucial operations like translations, publication, grant 
proposal writing, with some taking the leap to travel to China and 
say, “Yes! Yes, I care and would like to know you more,” to afflicted 
children and families. How crazy is it that we live with thousands 
of miles between us and, yet, can accomplish so much in five years. 
It’s been an incredible journey, and having been given the chance to 
grow along with AHI and our amazing volunteers all these years, I 
can’t express how privileged I am to be asked to take on even greater 
responsibilities as AHI’s new vice president. I look forward to seeing 
what greater heights we can reach as we continue to realize all the 
little and big hopes we could only dream of back in 2008!

       Sincerely,
       Alina Yang

After weeks apart, it was nice 
to regroup with old friends and 
volunteers at the Angel Heart 
Annual Meeting. This meeting was 
a time for everyone to reflect on the 
past few years and see how much 
they’ve done and how much they’ve 
accomplished. Not only were the 
attendees able to catch up with each 
other but, they also met many new 
volunteers. Many hugs and “hellos” 
later, we were all seated comfortably 
in red chairs at the Orange County 
Christian Evangelical Church on 
Sept. 8 in Irvine, CA.

The first speaker was An Lan, 
a long-serving and dedicated 
Angel Heart volunteer. She warmly 
welcomed everyone and described 
how successful AHI had been over 
the past five years. She thanked the 
audience for their support and told 
the story of how AHI was founded 
by Dr. Shouyan Lee. Dr. Lee’s own 
daughter Alice has congenital heart 
disease (CHD) and because of it, 
his whole life was changed. Dr. Lee 
decided to quit his job and start a 
nonprofit organization supporting 
children with this disease. An Lan 
described her own experiences with 
Angel Heart and how close she felt 
with all the patients. Angel Heart 
used to be just a small organization 
that not many people knew of, 
but as word got around, more and 
more people became attracted with 
AHI’s mission of not only treating 
the disease, but also being with the 
family and providing that emotional 
support each step of the way. 

Next, Dr. Lee gave his state of 
the union speech. He briefed over 
Angel Heart’s journey through the 
years; five years ago, he had no 
idea how to start Angel Heart, and 
today it has bloomed into a strong 
union. Dr. Lee then introduced the 
new president and vice-president 
of AHI, Michelle Ding, and Alina 
Yang respectively, and he explained 
how they both have contributed 

enormous amounts of their time 
and energy into making AHI as 
great as it is today. Dr. Lee called 
their story the “Tale of Two Girls”. 
It was touching to see how much 
they both have bonded with the 
patients. The presidential speech 
of Alina and Michelle was next. 
Both girls expressed their gratitude 
for having been given this amazing 
opportunity, and described how 
much Angel Heart has changed 
their lives. 

After the presidential speech, 
there was a short break. Then it 
was time for the Gansu trip report 
from the volunteers who traveled to 
Gansu this past summer. Sara Cao 
started it off by outlining the events 
of each day, and then each volunteer 
described a specific day or event of 
the trip. They each expressed their 
feelings and thoughts on the events. 

Next up was awards recognition. 
The following is a list of awardees: 

•	 2011 volunteers of the year: 
Tiffany Wu, Jennifer Yang

•	 2012 volunteers of the year: 
Sara Cao, Joseph Lian

•	 Leadership: Joseph Lian, 
Annie Wang. 

•	 2010 best volunteer journal: 
Vanessa Jiang 

•	 2011 best volunteer journal: 
Jennifer Yang. 

•	 Best presentation: Eric Chang
•	 Fundraising efforts: Tiffany 

Wu, Kimberly Louie
•	 Patient reports: Yvonne Lu
•	 Newsletter efforts: Emily 

Chen
•	 Website efforts: Tiffany Wu, 

Jennifer Yang 
A performance by the Galaxy 

Choir concluded the meeting. It was 
so extraordinary and amazing to 
listen to traditional Chinese music 
played on Chinese instruments like 
the erhu and the dizi. The sound the 
performers emitted was loud and 
warm. It was sad when they played 
their last song because we knew the 
meeting was almost over. We then 
thanked everyone and said many 
tearful goodbyes. Thinking back 

and reflecting on the meeting now, 
we realized how much every little 
contribution helps AHI because 
Angel Heart is built solely on the 
compassion of volunteers; people 
who truly care about what they’re 
doing and who they’re helping. 
After working alongside so many 

dedicated, nurturing, and caring 
volunteers, it has inspired me to 
become more involved AHI because 
of how complete the healing 
process is, going beyond physical 
treatments. It’s an honor to be in an 
organization that is so benevolent 
and encouraging.

Annual Meeting Recaps Year, 
Brings Together Volunteers
By: Helen lu

Volunteer

SERViCE: Many youth volunteers received awards at the meeting, 
including (from right) Joe Lian, Sara Cao, Tiffany Wu and Eric Chang.

Change in Leadership

MicHelle Ding

PRESIDENT
AlinA yAng

VICE 
PRESIDENT

SCHOOL PATH: Lan Xiaohua (right) guided volunteers on the trail she 
took when she still had CHD from her former elementary school to home.


